
Possible Inquiry Research Questions 
 
1. Should there be limits to a society's freedom of speech? (ie, hate speech laws) 
2. Can North American media be trusted to provide unbiased news? 
3. Does the internet increase society's vulnerability to criminal activity? 
4. Should the government censor music lyrics for violence and exploitation? 
5. Is it possible to effectively police the internet? 
6. Is technology having a negative impact on our literacy levels? 
7. Is online social networking beneficial to society? 
8. Is online addiction real? 
9. Should society try to minimize violence in sports? 
10. Do violent video games promote real-life violence? 
11. Do cell phones have a net benefit on the lives of teenagers?? 
12. Has modern technology created a generation that is less intelligent and lazy than previous 

generations? 
13. Are E-books better than paper books? 
14. Is Internet activism an effective means of political action? 
15. Has unequal access to technology widened the achievement gap between the rich and poor? 
16. Should governments promote nationalism? 
17. Should the government of British Columbia allow the province's rainforests to be logged? 
18. Should Canada reinstate the death penalty? 
19. Should the countries of the world deal with nations who decide to stockpile biological and chemical 

weapons? 
20. Have drinking and driving laws been successful in North America? 
21. Should physician assisted suicide (euthanasia) be decriminalized? 
22. Should white supremacy groups be criminalized? 
23. Should membership in a gang be illegal? 
24. Does homeschooling provide a better schooling experience than public schooling? 
25. Is Islamic fundamentalism unjustly stereotyped in Canada? 
26. Should organ donors be paid for their donations? 
27. Should vaccinations ever be mandatory? 
28. Should Canada's oil sources be nationalized, or expropriated, by the government? 
29. Have anti-terrorism laws in North America been successful? 
30. Should Iran and North Korea be allowed to develop their own nuclear weapons 
31. Should downloading copyrighted material (books, songs, videos, etc.) be illegal? 
32. Is it important to protect the world's coral reefs? 
33. Do women in Islamic countries face more obstacles than women in North America? 
34. What renewable energy source is most likely to replace fossil fuels? 
35. Should the governments of the world continue to spend billions of dollars on space exploration? 
36. Should religion be taught in public schools? 
37. Is nuclear power a feasible source of clean energy? 
38. Is it the responsibility of society to address the needs of the elderly? 
39. Does alcohol advertising promote substance abuse? 
40. Have the governments of the world done enough to prevent the spread of AIDS? 
41. Is there sufficient evidence to prove the existence of extraterrestrial life? 
42. Are governments in North America doing enough to address childhood poverty? 
43. Should prostitution be decriminalized? 



44. Was the Patriot Act an overreaction to the terrorist attack on New York City in 2001? 
45. Are high school cliques harmful? 
46. Is our government doing enough to address childhood obesity? 
47. Should the drinking age be lowered? 
48. Should juveniles be treated different from adults in the criminal justice system? 
49. Are arranged marriages a better choice than marriages in which the participants choose their 

partners? 
50. Should schools be allowed to randomly drug test students? 
51. Should employers be allowed to randomly drug test employees? 
52. Should athletes be marketed as role models? 
53. Is racial profiling in law enforcement ever acceptable? 
54. Should the government fund stem cell research? 
55. Should parents be allowed to choose the gender of their children? 
56. Should the government censor music lyrics for violence and exploitation? 
57. Should books ever be banned? 
58. Is parenthood a right or a privilege? 
59. How far should science extend the human lifespan? 
60. Is childhood becoming too sexualized? 
61. Should North American companies be allowed deal with factories that employ child labor? 
62. Is torture ever justified? 
63. Is media violence a problem? 
64. Should our government allow cloning? 
65. Is obesity in North America a problem that needs to be addressed? 
66. Should genetic engineering be banned? 
67. Should governments bail out bankrupt corporations? 
68. Is cyber terrorism a threat to world security? 
69. Should governments use drones in warfare? 
70. Does reality television greatly impact accepted societal behavior? 

 


